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to working with the Congress to achieve our
common objective of a wider circle of secu-
rity, prosperity, and common values embrac-
ing an integrated Europe and the United
States.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations; Strom
Thurmond, chairman, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; and Floyd Spence, chairman,
House Committee on National Security.

Letter to National Bioethics Advisory
Commission Chair Harold Shapiro
on Cloning Technology Issues
February 24, 1997

Dear Dr. Shapiro:
As you know, it was reported today that

researchers have developed techniques to
clone sheep. This represents a remarkable
scientific discovery, but one that raises im-
portant questions. While this technological
advance could offer potential benefits in such
areas as medical research and agriculture, it
also raises serious ethical questions, particu-
larly with respect to the possible use of this
technology to clone human embryos.

Therefore, I request that the National Bio-
ethics Advisory Commission undertake a
thorough review of the legal and ethical is-
sues associated with the use of this tech-
nology, and report back to me within ninety
days with recommendations on possible fed-
eral actions to prevent its abuse.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

Remarks to the Democratic Business
Council
February 24, 1997

Thank you very much, Tom and Carol.
Chairman Grossman and Alan Solomont and
Paul DeNino, thank you for taking on this
important work.

Let me begin by thanking all of you for
being here tonight and for your support, for

the things that you said earlier, and your high
hopes for our country. And let me remind
you that we are involved in an extraordinary
endeavor with a great opportunity. In the last
4 years we changed the economic policy of
this country, and we now are committed to
investing in our people, expanding our trade,
and balancing our budget. And the con-
sequences have been truly extraordinary.

In the last 4 years, for the first time ever
in one Presidential administration, we had
111⁄2 million more jobs and record numbers
of new businesses in every single year. The
so-called misery index is the combined rates
of unemployment and inflation. It’s the low-
est it has been in America since the 1960’s.
And every one of you who supported our ef-
forts, who fought for our policies, who stood
up for what we are trying to do played a role
in that, and you should be proud of that.

We changed the direction of social policy
in this country, putting family and commu-
nity at the center of our concerns and sub-
stituting action for rhetoric. And that’s one
of the reasons, thanks for the crime bill, that
we’ve had years of declining crime now and
people actually can believe that their streets
can be made safe for their children; one of
the reasons we’ve had the largest decline in
welfare rolls in the history of the United
States.

We now have—I was telling the folks at
the table tonight, from 1972 to 1989, it was
an average of 4.8 percent of the American
people on public assistance. When I took of-
fice there were almost 51⁄2 percent of the
people on welfare. Today, it’s 4.6, lower than
the average since 1972 and going down.

And the only thing I would ask you is, any
one of you—my friend Stan Chesley has al-
ready hired two people off the welfare rolls.
We have to set an example. We can’t just
exhort people. We now have to hire one mil-
lion people from welfare to work in the next
4 years to meet the targets of the welfare
reform law. Meeting the target of the welfare
reform law means requiring people who can
work to work but not cutting anybody off
public assistance who is honestly committed
to supporting her children and cannot find
a job. So we changed the law. Now we have
to do our part.
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